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PASTORAL AGRICULTURE IN NEW ZEALAND
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PRODUCTIVITY IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN KEY

From 1990-91 to 2007-08:

ÅMore Dairy +112% volume

ÅMore Beef/Veal +11% volume

ÅMore Lamb +4% volume (34% less sheep)



PRODUCTIVITY INDICATORS
1990-91 2008-09e

Lambing Percentage (ewe) 101.6 113.1 (122)      

Hogget lambs as % all lambs - 2.0

Average Lamb Wt (kg) 14.35 17.50

Lamb sold Kg / Ewe 9.76 15.50 (16.8)

Wool kg/head greasy 5.28 5.51

Average Steer Wt (kg) 297 315

Milksolids per cow (kg) 260 325



IMPORTANCE OF EXPORT AGRICULTURE

Of total New Zealand export receipts:

Å 41% are from the NZ pastoral sector 

Å 53% are from the NZ agricultural sector 

Å 64% are from the NZ primary sector



IMPORTANCE OF EXPORT AGRICULTURE

Includes co-products

2007-08 September Year end

Source:  Meat & Wool New Zealand  Economic Service, SNZ
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STOCK NUMBERS IN CANTERBURY

Canterbury Regional Council Stock Numbers 
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CONTRIBUTION TO CANTERBURY

Canterbury Regional Council $m at Farm Gate
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AVAILABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND



WORLD FOOD STOCKS (Source: Westpac)

ÅPost World War II: 350-400 days

Å2003: 133 days

Å2007: 57 days



FOOD EXPENDITURE - USA
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MEGA-TRENDS - OPPORTUNITIES

ÅHealth and wellbeing

ÅFood safety

ÅBudget v premium

ÅProvenance (origin) ς
grass-fed, free range, 
natural

ÅEnvironmental and 
animal welfare concerns


